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LEGAL PROFESSION — PRO BONO WORK 

Statement by Member for Mindarie 
MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Mindarie) [12.56 pm]: As shadow Attorney General, I rise to pay public homage and 
give recognition to those members of the Western Australian legal profession who freely give of their time on a 
pro bono basis to help those in need of redress and justice before the courts of law. I acknowledge Mr Malcolm 
McCusker, AO, QC, who has given an enormous amount of time to the public of Western Australia on a pro 
bono basis in the service of the law to achieve justice. I also acknowledge his close friend and colleague 
Professor Jamie Edelman, the Western Australian Rhodes scholar who is the youngest person to have been 
appointed professor at Oxford University in several hundred years and who has travelled back to Australia on his 
own account to represent people in need. I also would like to pay recognition to Mr Paul Fitzpatrick and the 
partners at Clayton Utz who, in 2002 when Andrew Mallard was being vilified as a wicked murderer, 
nonetheless took his case on and represented him for the next three and a half years, all the way to the High 
Court, and achieved justice for him. I also wish to recognise Mr Steven Penglis and the partners at Freehills who, 
in like manner, have agreed to act pro bono for Mr Kevin Spratt. After Mr Spratt’s vilification by the 
Commissioner of Police and the Premier of Western Australia, he must have appeared a somewhat unattractive 
client. Nonetheless, Freehills, in the service of the law and in pursuit of human rights, has taken his case on a pro 
bono basis. All power to all these practitioners. I wish each of those practitioners, their families and staff, the 
happiest of Christmases and a prosperous new year. 
 


